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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 3531 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, CS, US 

SUBJECT: ODUBER TO SEEK AFL-CIO ASSISTANCE 

REF: SAN JOSE 3528 

BEFORE DEPARTURE FOR U.S. JUST NOW, PRESIDENT ODUBER SAID 
THAT WHILE IN U.S. HE WILL GET IN TOUCH WITH SENATOR 
HUMPHREY TO SEEK HIS INTERVENTION WITH THE AFL-CIO FOR ASSISTANCE 
TO THE COSTA RICAN LABOR UNIONS. ODUBER SAID HE IS VERY 
WORRIED ABOUT THE INROADS THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE MADE AND 
ARE CONTINUING TO MAKE IN THE COSTA RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THE LEADERS OF THE INDEPENDENT AND DEMOCRATIC 
TRADE UNIONS HAVE NEITHER THE EXPERIENCE, TRAINING, NOR THE 
RESOURCES WITH WHICH TO COMBAT THE COMMUNISTS. YET IT IS 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT THE COMMUNIST ROLE BE CHECKED. HE 
HOPES THAT AFL-CIO, IN KEEPING WITH ITS TRADITIONAL STANCE 
OF FRIENDSHIP AND ASSISTANCE TO BUILDING DEMOCRATIC TRADE 
UNIONISM, WILL ASSIST IN THE STRENGTHENING OF THE COSTA 
RICAN UNIONS. 
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